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.... 1 would like to add a third expres-
sion which must distinguish you: mis- :’\\

sionary spirit. You have a specific and w

important mission, that of keeping alive
the relationship between the faith and
the cultures of the peoples to whom you
belong. You do this through popular pi-
ety. When, for example, you carry the
crucifix in procession with such great
veneration and love for the Lord, you
are not performing a simple outward
act; you are pointing to the centrality of
the Lord’s paschal mystery, his passion, death and resurrection which
have redeemed us, and you are reminding yourselves first, as well as
the community, that we have to follow Christ along the concrete path
of our daily lives so that he can transform us. Likewise, when you
express profound devotion for the Virgin Mary, you are pointing to
the highest realization of the Christian life, the one who by her faith
and obedience to God’s will, and by her meditation on the words and
deeds of Jesus, is the Lord’s perfect disciple (cf. Lumen Gentium, 53).

You express this faith, born of hearing the word of God, in ways that
engage the senses, the emotions and the symbols of the different
cultures ... In doing so you help to transmit it to others, and especial-
ly the simple persons whom, in the Gospels, Jesus calls "the little
ones”. In effect, “journeying together towards shrines, and participat-
ing in other demonstrations of popular piety, bringing along your chil-
dren and engaging other people, is itself a work of evangeliza-

tion” (Aparecida Document, 264). When you visit shrines, when you
bring your family, your children, you are engaged in a real work of
evangelization. This needs to continue.

May you also be true evangelizers! May your initiatives be "bridges”,
means of bringing others to Christ, so as to journey together with
him. And in this spirit may you always be attentive to charity. Each
individual Christian and every community is missionary to the extent
that they bring to others and live the Gospel, and testify to God's
love for all, especially those experiencing difficulties. Be missionaries
of God'’s love and tenderness! Be missionaries of God’s mercy, which
always forgives us, always awaits us and loves us dearly.

Pope Francis, Homilies, www.vatican.va



FROM THE DESK OF BISHOP ESTERKA

Dear Friends of our Cgzech Mission in California

This continues my reflection on Christmas, though it is
now after New Years. Christmas time should be a time of
happiness. enjoyment and sharing. In most cases it is prob-
ably so. Little children who are not limited by all kinds of
worries and obligations can probably enjoy their Christmas gifts whole-
heartedly. which can be seen in their eyes. shining with excitement and
love. It is prompted by the gifts they receive. We all experience this feel-
ing, this reality. On the other hand I must say that I have not always felt
that way. Rather. even during these exciting times of Christmas. I feel
that we adults have lost part of our capacity to experience overwhelming
joy. I try to overcome this lack in my life and in yours. the members of
our communities, and yet. unfortunately. most of us who attend our Eu-
charistic celebrations are older people and. perhaps because of that, I
don’t always sense the innocent excitement over celebrations like Christ-
mas, even if we express sentiments of happiness and merriment. I try to
overcome this feeling of burden by using the words of the new pope as
an example of overcoming difficulties and negative feelings in our life.
In all three of our Christmas celebrations, I tried to bring joy and excite-
ment into the celebrations. but I felt I was not very successful doing so. I
was concerned and tried to discover in my mind why it is so. I was in the
airport flying back to Orange County when I realized I have forgotten
one of the most important elements of Christian life, that is, that we
should forget about all kinds of duties and obligations and simply enjoy
the occasion.

Even though most of us who gather are the older generation, we have
children among us. and for example at San Francisco, we had children
singing at Mass. They brought a different feeling to the Mass. a lighter.
more enjoyable tone to the celebration. But those children don’t always
live with us, so we cannot shed the pains. even physical and emotional.
of our daily lives to enable us to step into this other sphere of our life,
where we could become more childlike, leaving aside our worries about
our obligations, to really celebrate the birth of Christ with joy and excite-
ment. We need to concentrate on all the positive aspects of our life here
in the United States. Sure, there are difficulties and problems. but we as
Christians should realize we can worship God freely without being pun-
ished for religious commitment. We are very free in ways that people of
other countries do not experience. Obligations and duties still exist, but
we can fulfill them without being limited by the government or other 3
institutions.



That fact itself should make us feel like rejoicing. But I think the main
point of this issue is in our personal attitude towards the reality of life:
either we allow the things around us to limit us. or (and here
comes the divine into our lives) even the difficult things can be
accomplished with His help. We don’t take responsibility for
those things that can destroy lives. but just stress the beauty and
fullness of the life which we are privileged to enjoy in this coun-
try. We need to be watchful not to become “sourpusses.™ as the
pope describes them, and not be paralyzed by the negatives. We
should learn from children how to overcome the difficulties and
obstacles in our daily lives. Imagine how people in Chicago and
Minneapolis suffered under the low temperatures and wind and
snow, when we here in California had sunshiny days full of light
and warmth. So. in conclusion. I would like to say it is up to us
how we approach daily life. We can emphasize and lean toward
the positive, or we can feel sorry for ourselves and carry the
negatives in our lives like a ball and chain. My wish is that we
can learn to live more like children. seeing the gifts which we
sometimes ignore, as truly gifts from a loving unseen God.
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January 6: Feast of the Epiphany

Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: heaven on
earth, earth in heaven, man in God, God in man, one whom the
whole universe cannot contain now enclosed in a tiny body. As
they look, they believe and do not question...

(St. Peter Chrysologus)

January 5: St John Nepomuk Neumann

January 13: Baptism of the Lord

January 21: St Agnes of Rome

January 24: St Francis de Sales

January 30: St Martin

January 31: St John Bosco, founder of the Salesians



Billy Graham’s Prayer

'Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your
forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We
know Your Word says, "Woe to those who call evil
good,' but that 1s exactly what we have done. We have
lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values.

We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We
have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. We have
killed our unborn and called it choice. We have shot
abortionists and called it justifiable. We have neglected
to discipline our children and called it building self es-
teem. We have abused power and called it politics. We
have coveted our neighbor's possessions and called 1t
ambition. We have polluted the air with profanity and
pomography and called it freedom of expression. We
have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers
and called 1t enlightenment. Search us, Oh God, and
know our hearts today: cleanse us from sin and set us

Check out our facebook page, “CzechChurch
in California,” developed and maintained by
Daniel Sputa. Thanks, Daniel!
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H In SAN FRANCISCO our Mass will be on Sunday January 5. A
i beseda with refreshments will follow_

M In LOS ANGELES our Mass will be on Sundav Januarv 26 at 1-30
i in the afternoon at the Polish Center. Immediatelv after the Mass a
2 meal will be served. A donation of $10.00 is requested. Parky will
M be available for $5.00.
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% Please mark your Calendars for February Masses: SD 22, LA 23,
4 SF March 2.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TOMBOLA WINNERS

1st prize - $200.00 - Olga Rajec

2nd prize - $100.00 - Dagmar Civin

3rd prize - $ 75.00 - Jifina Cyvmbal



Commemorative Book for SO0th Anniversary

Memorial book for the 50° - Anniversary of our Mission

As mentioned in the October issue of Vestnik, we are
preparing to publish this > year a similar memorial book as
we published for our 40" Anniversary. Many of you were
pleasantly surprised with the result and purchased several
books. not only for themselves. but also for family back
home. Some of you regret that they ordered only black and
white page. Now you have an opportunity to order full color
page.

Immediately after announcing our plans at our mass
in Yorba Linda, many of you had questions. I believe that
members of our missions in San Diego and San Francisco
will also participate. Please, do not pro-
crastinate and wait until last minute.
send us your message with your pay-
ment. The prices were published in Oc- |8
tober Vestnik. We need your contribu- §
tions as soon as possible, but no later
than July 15, 2014. If you have any
questions or need more information,
send me an e-mail,
Frankevlion@aol.com. or call my of-
fice at (310)768-1836 or home at (310)532-1829.

Frank J. Onderka

A sincere thank you to all who made my
Christmas happier with your good
wishes and gifts. May you have a

healthy and peaceful new year!
Yy o 9




FOR YOUR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

Exhortation of Pope Francis.

Quote:

Section 11 " Jesus Christ can break the boring expressions in
which we try to imprison the Gospel. and surprise us with their
constant, divine creativity. Every time we come back to the foun-
tain and restore the original freshness of the Gospel, new ways,
creative methods, alternative forms of expression, expressive
signs. words, charged with new meaning for today's world are
revealed. In fact, every authentic evangelistic activity is always
new."

Comment:

We have heard the message of a God who became man. It chang-
es us, fills us with love and still leads to wonder. It changes our
view of God and the other person. This message i1s not only for
our private spiritual needs ourselves: we are obliged to pass this
message on to other people.

It is essentially Jesus who speaks, even if with our voice. So we
have to come back to him, to the source of the Gospel. so that we
do not create a "new religion " of our traditions and regulations.
At the same time, however, we must learn to communicate the
Good News of the Gospel sensitively with respect to the culture
and environment in which we live together with others. Trans-
mission of the faith without considering the needs of individuals
can have a long lasting effect and can cause more harm than
good.

Questions:
1: What boring notions/outlived expressions of faith and their
consequences need to be broken?

2: Are we trying to find new ways of proclaiming the Gospel, or
are we stuck in stereotypical behavior? In proclaiming the Gos-
pel are we always sensitive to the recipient 's needs and con-
cerns? What harm can be caused?

Taken from Kaltolicky tydenik




LIFE IN OUR MISSION

Mass in San Francisco January S5, 2014

Above: Bishop Esterka with SF mission co-president Bohous Botcha;
Below: Masar family and other children sing Christimas songs.




UMYSLY NA MSE SVATE:

PROSINEC » DECEMBER
30.+Fritz Bouchereau - dcera Edith Marik

LEDEN « JANUARY

1. +Borka Jelinka - manZzelka Caroline
2 .+Ing. Edmunda Teyrovskeho - manzelka Geogina
3. +Zdenka Zemanka— manzelka Anna
4. +Viliam Jonec - manzelka Marta
5. za Evonne Novackové-manzel Alfred
7.+Franka Lizece- pratelé
8.+Stanislava Knappa - Anna Zemanek
10.+George Martinku - Jean Hoard
11.za zivé a zemielé ¢leny Ceské siné Karlin - Joe Kocab
12.4+Dr. Lud’ka Kozlika - manzelka Brigitte
14 +rodiny Frolikovy - As$ka a Lada
15.+Karla Novaka - manzelka Inka a dcera Irenka
16.+ Miladu a VaclavaVilimkovy— rodina Jednorozec
18.+Raymunda Dvorského - manzelka Marie
19.+Evonne Novacek - Louis and Constance Belsan
20.+Veronica Sujak — Jean Hoard
21.+Petra Vranu - manzelka Jarka
22.+J V Reicherta — Jana Reichert
23.+rodiny Zrzavych— Aska a Lada
24 +Alfred Srnka-manzelka Bertha
25.+Anna Necas - pratelé
26.+Marie a Anthony Wagner - dcera Bertha Srnka
27 +rodiny Stichovy— Aska a Lada
28.+Milose Halouzku (8.vyr.umrti) - manzelka Irena a dcery
29 +Lidusku Halouzkovou- matka Irena
30.+Fred a Hedy Srnka-Bertha Srnka
31.+Milouse Pelce - Anna Zemanek

+ FRANK LIZEC

We have learned that Frank Lizec died in December 2013. He
was generous to the Czech mission. donating his last car to us.
We will try to include an obituary next issue.

May he rest in peace.




DECEMBER 2013
Total collections for operation of the California missions: $6,036.00

SD collection $1.013.00: for Velehrad $200.00. LA collection $1.692.00, meal
$846.00, for Velehrad $150.00; SF collection: $96600; for Velehrad
$388.00 . Tombola $1,519.00

Mission Expenses: $2,126.00

$1,000.00 Bishop’s salary; 375.00 (rent for Polish Center 200; SF 125 and the
hall in San Diego 50; $160.00 (gas, car maintenance): Véstnik publication &
printing of tombola tickets: $361.00 +$230.00 (postage).

May God reward you for your generosily.

Please take care to make out your checks so that they will match the names on
our accounts: RC Czech Mission, or Czech Center Building Fund, or if you
wish it to go to the Bishop or to North American Pastoral Center for Czech
Catholics: Bishop Peter Esterka, or NAPCCC

OUR MISSION WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST ONLY AS LONG AS WE
SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY.

YOUR TRUST OR WILL: Please remember Czech ministry 1in your trust or will.
Our legal title 1s: North American Pastoral Center for Czech Catholics, 344 KOCH
Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870. For information call Bishop Esterka, 714 524 0092.

ADRESA MISIE / Redakce VESTNIKU

Bishop Peter Esterka
344 Koch Avenue Tel:(714) 524-0092
Placentia, CA 92870 Fax:(714) 637-6789
www.Czechchurch.org PetaEst@aol.com
Check us out on FACEBOOK: CzechChurch in California
SAN DIEGO
Predseda: Petr Peterka (858) 755-1578
E-mail petr@peterkafamily com
LOS ANGELES
President: John Krato (562) 984-9243
E-mail i
Vice President: Frank Blazek (714) 993-6963
E-mail mblazek4121@sbcglobal net
SAN FRANCISCO
Piresident: Jan Dedek (650) 321-0208
E-mail j
Tajemnik: Daniel Botcha (415) 883-3974

E-mail bohousek@att net

VESTNIK Vychazi vzdy na zatitku mésice
Printing: Minuteman Press, Anaheim CA_ 92807




Jan A. Zemanek, Attorney
714 617 5515

KRAJANSKE OBCHODY A SLUZBY

INTERNATIONAL CARGO
Export Shipping, Packing & Crating

Autos, Household Goods & Commercial Cargo

_ A
www.exship.com w 1-800-772-2080

FRANK J. ONDERKA
REAILTOR
Tel: (310) 768-1836 = Fax: (310) 768-3472
Chateau Properties

Milan Kyncl, Attomey
12832 Garden Grove Blvd. Ste. 240
GARDEN GROVE,_ CA 02843
TEL (714) 539-9200
FAX (714 539-9993

California Photo Dreams
Wedding and portirait photography
Viadimir Dostalek

californiaphotodreams@agmail.com

www. CaliforniaPhotoDreams.com
951 256 7771

Dr. Joseph Burian
General Dentistry
126635 Washington Bivd., Ste 107
Los Angeles, CA 920066
Phone: (310) 398-9012

MARTA JONEC, REALTOR

Business 949-702-1779
Home Office 949 218-0018
Fax 949 218-0020
Email martadre@cox.net

Travel Center
Long Beach—Jana 562.498.1280
e-mail veverka@aol com

Santa Monica—Eva 310.396.8781

evaslovacek@verizon.net

VLADI BENESOVSKY

REALTOR ASSOCIATE, dre #01730946.
Prudential California Realty
23530 Hawthome Blvd.. Ste 100
Torrance, CA 90505
Direct: 310-791-3516
Cell: 310-920-3105
E-mail: vladi@prusouthbay.com

4 Simple Steps to Earn Money from
the Czech Republic and Retire with
a Secure Steady Income

For Information 888-943-9960

Stania Rensberger
San Diego 619-296-3910
srensberger@gmail.com

PASADENA BESEDA
Miuvite cesky nebo slovensky ?
Prijdte mezi nas, kazdou druhou
sobotu v mesici.
1 ~4PM., 403 S First St.
Arcadia CA 91106

B Pamatujete —NONAT?
Tato . Ceska™ 1é¢1va mast (ointment)
ktera se najde skoro v kazdé lékarnice
se da koupit na www nonatsalve com
nebo ji objednejte pfimo za $12 49, co
zahmuje S & H na adrese:

Alfred Novacek, 3831 N E Wasco St
Portland OR 97232 Tel: 503 234

DARINE “DEE” KLEGA, SFR
Short Sale & Foreclosure Resource
Coldwell Banker Residential
(818) 540-4088
www.DeeKlega.com
Now representing in the Czech Republic

The RC Czech Mission does not verify or endorse the quality of
services advertised on this page.




