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We Three Kings come to you.
wishing you happiness health and long life.
We come to you from far away ....

Homage and gifts are silent but at the same time clear testimony that
this little baby is the Messianic King (Ps 72, 10-11). The Magi repre-
sent the pagan nations and are, second only to the shepherds, wit-
nesses of the newly born Messiah who is the redeemer not only of the
Jewish nation but alse of the Gentiles.

JANUARY 6. FEAST OF THE LORD’S EPIPHANY.
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ou are invited to attend

OUR
CZECH
LITURGY

In SAN DIEGO our Mass will be on_Saturday, January
21 at 4:00 m the afternoon _at St. John's Church on the
comer of Normal and Lincoln.

In LOS ANGELES our Mass will be on Sundav_ January
22 at 1:30 in the afternoon at the Polish Center. 3999
Rose Drive, Yorba Linda, CA 92886. Immediately after
Mass a meal will be served. A donation of $10.00 15

requested, $5.00 for parky.
IN SAN FRANCISCO our Mass will be on Sunday,
January 29 at 11:00 i the momng at Star of the Sea

e

N.B.: Why do we have two Masses in January in San
Francisco? (the first on 8. 1. and the second on 29. 1.)

Answers: 1. Because the San Francisco community is more
religious than those in San Diego and Los Angeles.

2. Because the people at our San Francisco mission
need to pray more than those in our other missions in order to
grow spiritually.

The correct answer and explanation:

Even though we tried to schedule a Czech Mass closer to
Christmas it was not possible. The closest we could come was
January 8. the celebration of the Three Magi. But we still wanted
to have a regular January Mass, which had been announced
earlier as January 29, 2012, We will keep that date for our
regular January Eucharistic celebration. Our February Mass
will be on Febmary 19.



FROM THE DESK OF BISHOP ESTERKA
Dear Friends of our Czech Mission in California

Christmas and New Year's Day are over and life 1s back
on track. [ hope that if not all. the vast majonity of us
spent the holidays 1n good health and with people who
love us. I hope also that those of us who were working during the
Christmas holidays took proper rest, and had enough strength to per-
form their daily duties.

* Duning the holidays I was looking at a list of compatriots to whom
we send our newsletter. We have around 650 addresses. Almost every
month a number of the Bulletms are returned— sometimes with the re-
mark "addressee unknown", sometimes the address change 1s noted by
the post office and so on. It would help us if you let us know in advance
when you change addresses, or if for some reason you no longer want
to recetve the Vestnik, just tell us. We do not want to send it to some-
one who does not read 1t. As you can imagine the paper, printing and
postage costs approximately $ 550 per month for 650 copies. However,
I do not want to discourage the taking of the Vestnik by those of you
who read it. even though you maght be in financial distress and there-
fore can not afford to pay for it. Just like our Mission, our newsletter
exists to keep us connected i the first place and help us to live here.
away from our homeland. according to the Gospel of Christ. But if you
know of someone who has died or moved on, please let us know.

* As you surely know. our former president Vaclav Havel died De-
cember 18. You will find more about him 1n this Vestmk_ pp 8-10.

* On 6 January we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany. the Revela-
tion of the Savior to the nations, usually known as the feast of Three
Kings. Actually, the entire month of January celebrates the fact that the
promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, came mnto the world not only as Savior
of the Jewish people, who had for centuries expected a messiah, but
came as the Savior of all nations. Jesus taught his Jewish countrymen,
but he suffered. sacnificed and eventually died on the cross not only for
Jews but for all people. Therefore, sending his apostles. he said. "Go
into all the world and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit." So not only Jews but all people are
invited to become members of his "chosen people” In this spint_ it 1s
our duty to try to bring unity to Christian communities, but also people
of other religious traditions and even people we consider unbelievers.
Jesus Chnist came into this world to redeem all people. Therefore, we
must try to love all people even those who have not yet recerved Christ
as their Redeemer. After all we are all children of one God the Father

who created us.




Be proud that you are a Catholic.

Excerpts of an article written by a prominent Cleveland Jewish business-
man and sent to us by e-mail:

“Why would newspapers carry on a vendetta on one of the most impor-
tant mstitutions that we have today in the United States. namely the
Catholic Church?

Do you know—the Catholic Church educates 2.6 mallion stu-
dents everyday at the cost to that church of 10 billion dollars, and a sav-
ings on the other hand to the Amenican taxpayer of 18 billion dollars.
The graduates go on to graduate studies at the rate of 92%.

The Church has 230 colleges and umiversities 1n the US. with an
enrollment of 700,000 students.

The Catholic Church has a non-profit hospital system of 637
hospitals, which account for hospital treatment of 1 out of every 5 peo-
ple—not just Catholics—in the United States today.

But the press 1s trying to totally demgrate in every way the
Catholic Church in this country. They have blamed the disease of pedo-
philia on the Catholic Church. which 1s as irresponsible as blaming adul-
tery on the institution of marriage.

Let me give yvou some figures that Catholics should know and
remember. For example, 12% of the 300 Protestant clergy surveyed ad-
mitted to sexual mtercourse with a parishioner; 38% acknowledged other
inappropriate sexual contact in a study by the United Methodist Church;
41.8% of clergy women reported unwanted sexual behavior; 17% of lay-
women have been sexually harassed.

Meanwhile 1.7% of the catholic clergy has been found guilty of
pedophilia. 1096 of the Protestant munisters have been found guilty of
pedophilia. This 1s not a Catholic Problem.

A study of American priests showed that most are happy in the
priesthood and find 1t even better than they had expected; and that most,
if given the choice, would choose to be priests again m the face of all
this obnoxious PR. the church has been recetving. You have been hurt by
a small number of wayward priests that have probably been totally
weeded out by now. Walk with your shoulders high and your head
higher. Be a proud member of the most important non-governmental
agency in the United States. Then remember what Jeremuah said: “Stand
by the roads and ask for the ancient paths. where the good way 1s and
walk in it. and find rest for your souls ’

Be proud to speak up for vour faith with pride and reverence and
learn what your Church does. Be proud that veu’re a Cathelic”
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.+ Ing. Borek Jelinek. minuly prezident nasi misie
_+Jana a Annu Harmady— syn Jan Harmady
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Ft] 3. +Tomika Sachu—matka Dagmar Rus &

+George Martinku - Jean Hoard
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3
T 4 +Zdefika Zemanka (vyr.+) - manZzelka Anna s rodinou s
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- 5. +Josepha V Reichert - wife Jane -
bl 6. +Bediicha Hudecku - Milada Vegvary w
tH] 7. +Marii a Jana Hrobafovy - manzelé Hrobafovi &
fr] 8.+ Gen. konzula Ladislava Urbana - Dornis Klega, dcera )
t:. 9. +Karla Novika - manZzelka Inka a dcera Irenka -4
w 10 i

11

& +Maru Jordanovou - syn Pavel &
toH) 12 +maminku Olgu Urbanovou - Doris Klega, dcera £
‘EP . +Radomira Hudeéka - Milada Vegvary &
ol 14 +Mary Ann Breuer - Bertha Smka i
bl 15, +Zdenku Vrbovou - Doris a Danny Klega w
(-] 16. +Miloslav Marik - manzelka Edith £

_+Ludmilu Vegvary - Milada Vegvary
. +Raymunda Dvorského - manzelka Mare
. +syna Jaromira Hrobafe - manZelé Hrobafowvi
. +Veromca Sujak — Jean Hoard
+ Jifinu Jordanovou - manzel Pavel
2 +Vladimira Cymbala - manZzelka Jifina
. +Dr. Ludka Kozlika - manzelka Brigitte
=+ Dr. Drahoslav Lim - MuDr. Marketa Limova, deera
. +Maru a Josefa Neéasovy - pfatelé
+ Petra Vranu - manzelka Jarka
. za zivé a zemielé Eleny Eeské siné Karlin - Joe Kocdb
gl 28. za Bozi pozehnani pro pani Vlastu Grulikovou
29_-+Milos Halouzkovi, minuly prezident nasi nmsie
o] 30. +dceru Maru Caruso Hrobafovou - manzelé Hrobafovi
31 +Annu a Jana Vadurovy. rodife- manzelé Hrobafovi
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...... And Many Move. . . .
Happy Ninetv-Ninth birthday to
Vlasta Grulick of Las Vegas!




Daniel Sputa was chosen hy Bishop Esterka to participate in his
scholarship program for Czech students at Marywood University in
Scranton, Penmsylvania in 20006. An excellent student, Daniel gradu-
ated from Marywood in 2010 with a Bachelor of Business Information
Technology. He is now finishing his Master's Degree in Financial Sys-
tems. Our community in L4 and Orange County is happy to have him
return to California every summer and winter break, when he partici-
pates in the events of our Czech Mission. He is currently maintaining
our website, www.czechchurch.org, originally created by Robert Do-
bes. I appreciate it very much and am hoping you will be generous as
Daniel is asking for your support for his service trip to Guatemala in

May. Thank you for your participation.

| This vear, I am one of ten student participants,
selected from the university student body, to be
part of the international service trip to San Lu-
cas Mission in Guatemala in Mav, 2012, Asa
§ volunteer at the San Lucas Panish. I will participate
in the parish projects, including reforestation, con-
struction, and water projects, as well as leam, un-
derstand. and appreciate the local culture. Through working alongside
Guatemalans. recerving talks from community members. and observ-
ing the goings-on of the area. I will be able to learn about the richness
of Mayan culture_ the work of the parish. and life in Guatemala.
Community service has always been very important to me. Durng my
years at Marywood Umversity, I have participated 1n various service
activities and projects for local communities. For example, T helped in
delivering Thanksgiving baskets to people 1n need, collecting Christ-
mas gifts for underprivileged children. as well as orgamzing numerous
day trips for Marywood students to help the flood victims in our area. I
enjov being part of my community and contributing to others” happi-
ness and well-being in any way I can. I believe that any kind of help
that can impact the commmunaty and change the people’s lives 1s impor-
tant.

As a participant 1n this service program, I am asking for your
support: for your prayers for the safety and success of our work, and
financially. so that you can participate indirectly. The estimated trip’s
travel and accommeodation expense 15 $1_500.00; however, any finan-
cial contribution will be much appreciated. So that your donation can
be tax deductible, please make the checks out to the Czech Mission
with my name on the memo line and send them to Bishop Esterka at
344 Koch Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870.  Sincerely, Daniel Sputa

http://www.sanlocasmission.org dsputai@ m.marywood.edu




2 . CONGRATULATIONS!
B Michael Jon Babicka
was baptized by Bishop Peter Esterka during Christmas
Mass in the Pope John Paul IT Polish Center. His par-
ents are Jon Babicka and Milena Srbova. Godparents
are Robert and Amcka Dobes.
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CONGEATULATIONS TO OUR. WINNERS

1st. prize - $200.00 John Vostenak
2nd. prize - $100.00 John Vostenak
3rd pnize -$ 75.00 Yvonne Novacek

Tombola accounting: Received 82,553; expenses 8330 (printing 8173, prizes 8373);
Income 52,003.
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Vaclay Havel went quietly, as a candle goes
out ... The Cathalic Weekly 012012

Five nuns cared for Vaclav Havel until his last
mamentS. In the week before Christimas we met
N up with one of them, Sr. VERITAS Holikovd,
who gives testimony to the ex-president’s death.
How is it that your order - Sisters of Charles
Boromeo— were chosen to care for Vaclav
Havel?

In July he had to decide about where to
continue his rehabilitation and treatment of
pneumonia and other health complications. He
and his personal physician, Dr Thomas Bouzek
agreed that he should go to his cottage on
Hradecek. But he still needed constant medical
supervision and care. Shortly before he was to
leave for Hradecek, he approached Archbishop

Duka to ask for the help of the boromeo sisters, whom he knew from the hospi-
tal under the Petrin hall - that 15, he knew 1t from hearsay. He was there several
times as a prisoner-patient, because that hospital was used by the prisoners from
Ruzine prison. but at that time the Sisters were not vet working there. Mrs.
Havel then contacted our Superior General

Earlier, President Havel was under the care of 5r. Dominic, who is a doctor and
was then Archbishop Dominik Duka’s assistant. Later on we were invited to
help: Sister Evangelista, Angelika. Alena and me. In September Sr. Ldunula of
the Congregation of Grey Sisters of the Thiard Order of 5t Francis came to join
us.

How were vou influenced or even enriched during this period when vou
worked so closely with Vaclav Havel?

Mr. Vaclav Havel was a practical philosopher, certainly not a dreamer
or an idealist, as he was sometimes pictured in an effort to discredit some of the
ideals he formulated. defended and stood by. As I got to know him at the end of
lus life. he really thought in a realistic and practical way. He was very interested
in how ordinary people live, how much they have to pay for medications and
things like that. Because of this I could see how even great ideals could also be
manifest in daily life.

To what extent was Vaclav Havel in contact with other people at the end of
his life? What do yvou remember now?

I was surprised to see that he was not trymg to deny his difficult expen-
ences. He was not afraid to face difficult things; he was ready to discuss them.
Similarly he was not afraid to talk about death and the process of dying. He
faced the difficult situation he was in and was not unwilling to discuss this diffi-

g cult time of hus life. not only with us but also with lus doctor.




Im a television interview with Archbishop Dominik Duka it was obvious
that the former president had not abandoned humor ...

Mr. Havel loved flowers and candles, which were always lit when he
ate. I once asked him why he liked the candles so much, and he said with a
grin: "Well, I have to get used to them "

He also had a spiritual life?

He spent time meditating daily. and then he wanted to be alone. Ast
that time he did not talk, and 1t was obvious that he was immersed in reading
and observing nature. He asked me often whether I had enough time for
prayer and Bible reading, or 1f I was too busy just working at Hradecek. Of
God. he did not speak or use any pious phrases. but he took it seniously and
every day he certainly tumed to Him - if 1n no other way than how he treated
other and approached those of us around him.

Did vou accompany him in public?

Yes. He said that by our relationship we were letting people know
that our place 15 1n the public sphere. He said also that he needed no great
care 1n a nursing home, but he had sufficient care at home. From the begin-
ning he made 1t clear to his personal physician that he would not be taken to
the hospital and that he wanted to die at home - by which he meant Hrade-
cek. that 1s, the place where he had his existential home.

What was his relationship with the Tibetan Dalai Lama?

He considered him to be us friend. whom he kmew and had contact
with for years. They were in contact. The last encounter with the Dalai Lama
was being prepared since September. He very much wanted to be m such
good condition that he could go to Prague to meet the Dalai Lama. When we
spoke on the last Saturday after lus return from Prague, he was glad that eve-
rything went well. and that he was able to visit with his friends.

Did he ever mention in any way the TV interview with Dominik Duka?

The show was taped on the 11th November, on the feast of St. Mar-
tin, and immediately after we left for Hradecek. Several times he returned to
the topic and said that he was glad 1t was successful. He was glad that he
could be on the program with the archbishop and appreciated the fact that the
archbishop has been his friend for many years - that their relationship never
changed and that he could always rely on Domunik Duka. During the last
months, when so many attacks were directed against Havel he expressly
emphasized that Jaroslav Duka was one he knew would never turn against
him.

Were vou aware that he was nearing his last moments?

No. Mr. President did not seem to be a dying man. Not even durning
the last night was he m agony. I spoke with him a few times, because he
could not sleep. In the evening he was talking with his wife, Dagmar, and
they were planning together for Christmas at Hradecek.



In the morming when we talked together, he was still in good spirits, spoke
clearly and seemed nmich better than the previous day. As I did every
morning I called his personal physician - we made the rounds at a distance,
where I descnibed his patient's condition - and he shghtly modified the
regular medication. The president then told me he wanted to sleep for a
while, so I came backin an hour. When I arrived around half past mne_ I
saw that his breathing had become shallower. As a nurse, I realized that he
was really close to death. He died in his sleep. I waited for another breath
but 1t did not come. It affected me deeply: 1t was as if a candle went out.
He just left quetly without any anxiety. Even that might and the night be-
fore his death he was very calm and content. It was exactly the way he was
hoping to die; he was not dying for too long - and he received the gift of a
good death. When he was talking about it he said: "T understand now what
Jint Wolker meant when he said that death is not bad. but the dying 1s diffi-
cult.” He wished that he could write until the end and do all the usual ac-
tivities.

You chose the religious name of Veritas, meaning truth. Did Vaclav
Havel ever comment on it?

Just when we first met and I was introduced, he said: "So you're
the Truth!" Ever so often his neighbor Andrej Krob came to Vaclav
Havel's house to watch television news which they then discussed to-
gether Once Mr. Krob told me: "It 1s good that you are here with us, at
least you belong to the people who love the truth .. " And so I'm actually
also in the club pravdolaskafi. who are often misunderstood. and even
nidiculed. Vaclav Havel suffered to see how often the ideals of truth and
love which he was not afraid to believe i, were being vilified. He loved
the fact that young people. the younger generation. were reaching for truth
and love . He believed that it 1s only they who will be capable of under-
standing and implementing those ideals.

Sister VERITAS Holikowa (40) is a nurse and psychologist. Since September she
teaching at the Bishops Gymnasium in Ostrava and lives in the Iocal Boromeo
Sisters community . She joined the order at age sixteen in 1987. Until 2002 she
worked in the hospital nnder the Petrin hill and spent the previous eight years on
studies of bioethics and clinical psychology in Rome. Author: Machane, George

Dominik Cardinal Duka,

Archbishop of Prague

We have just learned that Archibishop
Dominik Duka of Prague has been named
a Cardinal of the Chuirch by the

Holy Father. More information will be
available for our February 1ssue.
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DECEMBER 2011
Total collections for operation of the California missions: $5.850.00

SD collection $646 .00, for Felehrad 3100.00 LA collection $1052.00, meal
859700, for Felehrad §23.00; SF collection: $700.00 plus 300 for meal: for
Felehrad $260.00 .

tombola earnings: §2,005.00.

MMission Expenses: $2,754.00
$1.000.00 Bishop's salary; 500.00 {rent for Polish Center (200}, SF church
(250, and the hall in San Diego (30); 323.00 (travel to SF. gas, car
maintenance); Véstaik publication : $117.00 +264.00 (postage), tombola tickets
175, prizes 375..

May God reward you for vour generosify.

Flease take care to make out your checks so that they will match the names on
our accounts: RC Czech Mission, or Czech Center Building Fund, or if you
wish it fo go te the Bishop or to North American Pastoral Center for Czech
Catholics: Bishop Peter Esterka, or NAPCCC

OUR MISSTON WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST ONLY AS LONG A5 WE
SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY

YOUR TRUST OF. WILL: Please remember Czech ministry in your trust or will.
Our legal fitle is: North Amencan Pastoral Center for Czech Catholics, 344 KOCH
Avenue Placentia, CA 92870. For information call Bishop Esterka, 714 524 0002,

ADRESA MISIE / Redakce VESTNIKT

Bishop Peter Esterka
344 Eoch Avenue Tel-(714) 524-0092
Placentia, CA 02870 Fax:(T14} 637-0780
www. Cechehurch.org PetaEstimaol com
SAN DIEGO
Piedseda: Petr Peterka (838) 755-157
E-mail peripeterkafamiby com
LOS ANGELES
Presidant: Joln Erato (562) 984-9243
E-mai] koatoi&@nen=on net
Vice President: Frank Blazek (714) 993-6963
E-mal mblazekd 12 1@ <beplobal nat
SAN FRANCISCO
Piresident:  Jam Dedek (630) 3219298
E-mail jandedekia comeast net
Tajermik: Dianiel Boteha (415) 8833974

= E-mail bohousekia'att.net
FESTNIK Vvchazi vady na zacathu mésice
Printing: 112 Copy and Print 1020 Harbor Blvd. Fullerton, CA 92832 11




ERAJANSKE OBCHODY A SLUZBY

INTERNATIONAL CARGD
Export Shipping, Packing & Crating

Jan A. Zemanek, Attorney iz
N Autps, Household Goods & Commercial Cargo

(714) 617-5515 ri—
whiwa eshipooom w 1-800-772-2080

Milan Kynecl, Attomey

FEANK J. ONDEREA
12832 Garden Garove Blvd, Ste. 240

REALTOR 2 : :
Tel: (310) 765-1836 » Fax: (310) 765-3472 e gfg%_‘;fﬁg-m
Chateau Properties FAX (714 539.0003
California Photo Dreams Dr. Joseph Burian
Wk ol Pty e 1 General Dentistry
YWiadimir Dostalek e A 2
californiaphotodreame@amsail com J‘QTGT“;;;TCBF gﬂ-ﬂﬁ: 19
CaliforniaPheteD 3 ok A
v CaliforniaFhotoDreams.com Plrﬂ"g_' f&'jﬂl} 593_?5'1_}

951 256 7T

MARTA JONEC, REALTOR

Busines: 949-702-1779 VOURAD HERE
Home Office 945 218-0018
Fax 949 2180020
VLADI BENESOVSEY
pie iy 4 Simple Steps to Earn Money from
EEALTOR ASSOCIATE. dre #01 750044 ; i
Prudential Califorma Rmﬁ' the Czech Republic and Retire with
23530 Hawthome Bld., Ste 100 a Secure Steady Income
Tomznes, CA 30505 For Informartion §38-243-89480
Dg?ﬁﬂli}}“;ﬁjjigl_ﬁ Stania Rensberger
e L San Diege  619-296-3910
E-mail: viadii@prasouthbay.com ;rensl}erq”@ gmail,com
JOHN V. VOSTENAK
e ek AL :—:f:?m Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc.
Clay Crichton

Cs Commumity
WWW.CSPLANET.COM
Reeal Estate Broker * Loan Broker * D - Crichi
Tel: (626) $45-0123 X 244 Mohil: (626) 674- e et
1330 Independens Assocites = Small Business Specialian
~ Fax: (626) 445.9612 = Sam Framcisco, Califormia
_]4}].1.1.114_‘ Johmvostenak com Orffice: 415-031-5434; Cell- 415-216-5883

DARINE “DEE” KLEGA, SIR Travel Center
Short Sale & Foreclosure Fesource Long Beach—Jana 562.498 1280

Coldwell Banker Eesidential e-mail veverkamwael com
(818) 540-4088 Santa Menmica—Ewva 210396 8781
www.DeeKlega.com evaslovacekmverizon.ner

Now representing in the Czech Fepublic

The RC Czech Mission does not verify or endorse the quality of
services advertised on this page.
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