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YOU ARE INVITED!

TO CZECH  MASS

In SAN DIEGO our Holy Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 10th.
of March at 4:00pm., in the St John Evangelist Hall, on the corner
of Normal and Lincoln, San Diego. Refreshments will be available.
 
In LOS ANGELES our Holy Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 
18th of March at 1:15pm, in the St John Paul II Polish Center, 3999 
Rose Drive, Yorba Linda 92886. After Mass there will be st.Joseph 
Party with music, meals and drinks. More details on page 5.

In SAN FRANCISCO the next Holy Mass will be April 8th.

Mark your calendars for next Mass:  
SD March 31st - LA April 1st (Easter) - SF April 8th
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The Feast of the Annunciation

In the sixth month, God sent 
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a town in Galilee, to a virgin 
pledged to be married to 
a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary.

The angel went to her and 
said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favoured! The Lord is 
with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at 
his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be.

But the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favour with God. You 
will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to 
be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative 
is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 
barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.”

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you 
have said.” Then the angel left her.

Celebrated on March 25th

The story is told in Luke’s Gospel, 1: 26-38.

Annunciation, work by unknown artist, 
c. 1420, Museu Nacional d’Art de 
Catalunya, Barcelona
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That the Church may appreciate the urgency 
of formation in spiritual discernment, both 
on the personal and communitarian levels.

Theme: Formation in Spiritual Discernment

MONTH OF MARCH

Pope Francis’ Intention of the Month

On February 13th 2018 Father Kučera from Valašská Polanka, 
Czech republic visited us at Velehrad in Los Angeles.

We had a great time and it was nice meeting you Father.

Father Kučera’s Visit



5

Food & drinks will be available for 
purchase. Dinner will be provided by 
Dana Leimberger (Schnitzel with 
potato salad, hot dogs, pastry).  

Invites You To a

Sunday, March 18th 2018 from 3:00pm to 7:00pm
(after a mass, which starts at 1:15pm)

In Polish Center
3999 Rose Dr. Yorba Linda CA 92886

Czech catholic mission in Los Angeles

Come and have fun with live Czech and Slovak music

Dancing Party

Music will be provided by VV BAND, 
Ivana a Vladimír Váchovi from Czech 
republic.

Admission is Free!
if you can, please 
bring a desert to 

share.

Meals are limited. Please call  
818-448-1716 (Anna) by Wed. March 
14th, to reserve your meal.
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Msgr. Dušan Hladík’s Visit
Msgr. Dušan Hladík, who is serving the Czech 
and Slovak Catholic mission in Chicago, has 
offered to visit us in California, and together 
with Bishop Peter will organize a Lenten 
spiritual renewal.

While visiting each of the Californian missions, 
there will be a confession one hour before 
each Mass. During the Holy Mass there will 
be a Lenten sermon, and after the Mass a free 
conversation with parishioners.

In San Diego, we will meet on Saturday 10 
March, in Los Angeles / Orange on March 18, 

and in San Francisco on April 8. In Los Angeles, there will also be the 
Joseph’s Dance Party as planned.

Msgr. Hladik will be staying in our California Velehrad, where he 
could also meet us for more discussions.

The purpose of this fi rst visit is to get acquainted with all of us at each 
mission and to plan further visits. That is why I hope many of us will 
join these celebrations.

In the name of the mission board, Petr Peterka

Congratulations!

On March 9th 2018 we will 
celebrate the 55th anniversary 
of the priestly ordination  of 
Mons. ThDr. Petr Esterka 
emeritus auxiliary bishop of 
Brno living in the USA.
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Thoughts on Hanna Paulson’s passing

For me, my mom was always the roof on my 
house, keeping inclement weather out. For our 
family, she was the understated bedrock, always 
willing, and able, to take care of all things and 
make everything better. As her health deteriorated 

the last few years, we all came to realize even more profoundly just how 
capably she had held everything together, and how much we missed her 
sparkly personality.

Hanna was born Hana Dobiasova in Kralupy nad Vltavou, a smallish town 
20 km north of Prague, Czechoslovakia, on January 4, 1930, the youngest of 
three children. She was impish and cute, with a mass of golden curls, and 
her well-to-do family doted on her. She was very outgoing, sporty, musical, 
and used to a house full of the goings-on of her active older brothers, John 
and Joe. She met Paul (Pavel Pavljuk), her future husband, in high school 
(“gymnasium”) when they were both 14. At the urging of several of her 
teachers, Hanna went on to study Economics at Prague University, earning 
her degree (an equivalent of a Masters) in 1952. Paul and Hanna were 
married on July 24, 1952, at Prague City Hall.

It was a diffi cult time for them, as for most people in Czechoslovakia at 
that time. For his outspokenness against the Communist regime, Paul was 
forced to leave Medical School and spent several years in the coal mines 
in Ostrava. Hanna was deemed politically questionable, and thus found 
it diffi cult to get, or hold on to, employment commensurate with her 
abilities, as periodic political purges forced her employers to let her go. 
Thus, she worked as a clerk in an architecture fi rm, as a radio announcer, 
as a producer on a children’s puppet TV show, as a reservations agent for 
Czech Airlines, as a secretary in a research institute, and as an interpreter 
for foreign delegations. The irony of the “politically undesirable Hanna” 
having a post translating sensitive material and political speeches of foreign 
dignitaries was not lost on our family!

For many years, Paul and Hanna attempted to fi gure out a way to escape 
this politically stifl ing land. And, in 1966, they fi nally managed to arrange 
travel visas for all four of us for a two-week camping trip to Italy. We left 
on July 10, 1966, applied for political refugee status in Vienna, and for 
immigration to the United States, where Hanna’s brother Joe would become 
our sponsor.

In Loving Memory of

Hanna Paulson (Pavljuk)
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Several months later, we fl ew to New York, took a Greyhound bus cross 
country to California, and invaded our wonderful Uncle Joe and Aunt 
Ginny’s home, a family of four moving in on a young family with three 
small children! 

Hanna, fl uent in several languages including English, found a job almost 
immediately with Scandinavian Airlines, working in reservations, on the 
group desk, and in ticketing over the 20 years she was with them. She fi t 
right in with this quite international, friendly crew of co-workers, and I 
remember many fun parties at our home, as well as camping trips to the 
Sierras and to the desert. Paul got a job with an engineering fi rm in El 
Segundo, and two years later left to open his own engineering business, 
Rybett Controls, with partner Rick Williams, at which he worked until his 
retirement in his late seventies.  Hanna dreamt of trying her hand at running 
her own business, and so in 1981 founded American West Travel, a travel 
agency she ran with me and her friend Lida Novacek. After several years, 
she opened a second branch nearer to her home in the San Fernando Valley. 
All along, Hanna also taught travel classes through West LA College, and 
volunteered to teach online classes when that medium was brand new!  As 
the travel business was changing, with everyone booking their own trips 
directly online, Hanna sold the agency but continued to teach now online 
economics classes, which she continued to do until 2012.

Emigrating from one’s homeland must have been very hard for our parents, 
but what my brother and I remember is the joy both Paul and Hanna took 
in seeing the Pacifi c Ocean for the fi rst time (and taking a swim on New 
Year’s day that fi rst year!), in making new friends and keeping up with 
old ones all over the world, in the lively parties they enjoyed with their 
crew the Stehliks, Kovariks, Srameks, Lavaceks, Plavecs, Hlavaceks, and 
so many more, in skiing and hiking at Mammoth, in their involvement in 
SVU and the Czech consulate, in travelling all around the world, in chasing 
eclipses, in hanging with family. Especially hanging with family!

Hanna was a complex young woman who loved to read Steinbeck and 
Capek, who could do whitewater kayaking, play tennis and basketball, 
ski, fence, do judo. She could speak Czech and English and Russian and 
German, knit and crochet and sew, play piano and laugh and dance. She 
was a super mom to me and my brother Rick, and a loving and totally 
engaged grandmother to Jessica, Jennifer, Philip, Erika, Wolfi e, Jake, and 
Annie. And, she was a doting, loving, forgiving wife to Paul for 65 years. 
We are so glad to have had this amazing person in our lives.

We love you, mama!

Barbara
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A duša ostala visieť v nemom priestore,
opojená láskou
neschopná prevravieť.

Vstúpila neha
rozvila lotosový kvet
tá vôna túžila spolu
s dušou pozhovieť.

Pozdvihni oči k nebu
a vidíš lásky svet
spústať sa s modlitbou
v nemý, skvelý vzlet.

Kde slova netreba
duša sa ponára,
nasáva nektára z nebeských čiaš,
hojdá sa v priestore
nebeskej radosti
vidiac let pred sebou
o kraja večnosti.

Slová dozneli

Autor: Olga Rajec
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HOLY MASS INTENTIONS:
March 2018

6. +Miloslav Mářik – manželka Edith

8. +Agnes & Stanley Brozek - Peter and Paul Brozek and families

11. + Estela Barcarcel - John Krato

13. +Michael and Anna - John Krato, father and husband

15. +Jaroslav Gajdos (anniv.) – manzelka Charline

16. + Monika & Ferdinand Stachura

17. za živé a zemřelé členy české síně Karlín - Joe Kocáb

18. + Raymunda Dvorského - manželka Marie

19: +Zdenek and Helga Vernak - přátelé

20. za živé a zemřelé Frolíkovi, Zrzaví, Štíchovi - Aška s Laďou

23. + Jiřinu Jordánovou - manžel Pavel Jordán

24. +Karel Novak - dcera Irene

28. +Ellen Machackova - Victor Machacek
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February 2018 
We will publish, according to the practice of Catholic parishes, the 
amount of the collections, not distinguishing between the separate 
Masses, and also the amount received by mail that month. There 
will no longer be a monthly report of expenses. The balance sheet is 
published annually in our February Vestnik. If anyone has questions 
please call Bishop Esterka at 714 524 0092 and leave a message.

Mass collections:  $645 (only LA); Mail: $1,240

May God reward you for your generosity.
Please take care to make out your checks so that they will match the 
names on our accounts: 1. Velehrad California Czech Catholic Mission 
or VCCCM. Our bank will no longer accept checks without the legal title 
Velehrad or VCCCM on the payable-to line. 2. If you wish your dona-
tion to go to the North American Pastoral Center for Czech Catholics:  
Make it out to NAPCCC.

OUR MISSION WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST ONLY AS LONG 
AS WE SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY. 

YOUR  TRUST OR WILL: Please remember Czech ministry in your 
trust or will. Our legal title is: North American Pastoral Center for Czech 
Catholics, 344 Koch Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870. For information call 
Bishop Esterka, 714 524 0092.

Bishop Peter Esterka
344 Koch Avenue   
Placentia, CA  92870  
www.Czechchurch.org 
Check us out on FACEBOOK: CzechChurch in California

MISSION CONTACTS

Tel:(714) 524-0092   
Fax:(714) 637-6789
PetaEst@aol.com

SAN DIEGO

LOS ANGELES

SAN FRANCISCO

Chairman:     Petr Peterka

Chairman:    George  Dvorsky  

Co-chairman:     Jan Dedek
Co-chairman:    Daniel Botcha

(858) 755-1578 - petr@peterkafamily.com

(310) 545-9302 - dngdvorsky@Verizon.net

(650) 321-9298 - jandedek@comcast.net
(415) 883-3974 - daniel2czech@gmail.com

VĚSTNÍK is being published at the beginning of each month.
Printing:  Minutemen  Press, 1600 S Anaheim Blvd, Ste D, Anaheim 92805



KRAJANSKÉ OBCHODY A SLUŽBY

Dr. Joseph Burian
General Dentistry 

12665 Washington Blvd., Ste 107
Los Angeles,  CA  90066

Phone: (310) 398-9012

Place Your Ad Here!

Please call (714) 524-0092
or email to PetaEst@aol.com

for more information

Milan Kyncl, Esq. Attorney
12832 Garden Grove Blvd, Ste. 240

GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843
milan@wkklawyers.com

TEL (714) 539-9900       

MILAN’S GRILL
1721 W Katella, Anaheim CA 

714 254 1940 
Closed Mondays 

www.milansgrill.com for hours

Travel Center 
Long Beach - Jana 562.498.1280 

e-mail veverka@aol.com
 Santa Monica - Eva 310.396.878

evaslovacek@verizon.net 

California Photo Dreams
Wedding and portrait photography 

Vladimir Dostalek
951 256 7771  

californiaphotodreams@gmail.com
www.CaliforniaPhotoDreams.com

4 Simple Steps to Earn Money from 
the Czech Republic

and Re  re with a Secure Steady Income
For Informa  on 888-943-9960

Stania Rensberger 
San Diego    619-296-3910
srensberger@gmail.com  

Pinnacle Pools, Inc. 
Tel: 951-796-2792

Email: jjurecka76@yahoo.com 
Construction, renovations, plastering, 

installations, repairs, maintenance

PASADENA BESEDA
Mluvite česky nebo slovensky?
Příjdte mezi nás, každou druhou

sobotu v měsíci.
1 ~ 4 PM, 403 S  First St.

Arcadia CA 91106 
e-mail : pasadenabeseda@gmail.com

Place Your Ad Here!

Please call (714) 524-0092
or email to PetaEst@aol.com

for more information 

POLAM
Polam Federal Credit Union

Your full-service Polish-American
Federal Credit Union Since 1969

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137

The RC Czech Mission does not verify or endorse the quality of services advertised on this page.

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137


