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YOU ARE INVITED!

TO CZECH  MASS

In SAN DIEGO our March Holy Mass has been canceled.

In LOS ANGELES our Holy Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 
19th of March at 1:15pm, in the St John Paul II Polish Center, 3999 
Rose Drive, Yorba Linda 92886. After Mass a delicious meal will be 
served. A donation of  $10.00 is requested, $5.00 for parky.

In SAN FRANCISCO our Holy Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 
26th of March at 11 am in the auditorium of Star of the Sea parish, 
4420 Geary Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94112. A beseda follows. 

Mark your calendars for next Mass:  SD Apr.15th,  LA Apr.16th 
(Easter), SF Apr. 23rd 2017. 

That persecuted Christians may be 
supported by the prayers and material 
help of the whole Church.

Theme: Support for Persecuted Christians

MONTH OF MARCH

Pope Francis’ intention of the month
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A sculpture by Olbram Zoubek in 
Zahradky honors father Toufar

“It is my last big sculpture, I will not make any 
more. That is why I am glad this latest sculpture 
goes here, “said Zoubek, who will celebrate 
his 91st birthday in April. He decided to create 
this sculpture after reading a book about Father 
Toufar by Milos Dolezal that touched him. 
When choosing a place he also considered 
Číhošť, but there already was a memorial. That 
is why he decided for Zahradky, where in fact 
Toufar worked longer than in Číhošť.

The sculpture should have initially had the 
resemblance of Father Toufar. “But I couldn’t 
do it,” said Zoubek. Therefore, it is a sculpture 
in honor of Father Toufar. The sculptor devoted 
his work to the National Heritage Institute, 
which administers the church in Zahrádky.

Horní Paseka (Havlíčkobrodsko) - priest Josef Toufar tortured and killed by the 
communists exactly to the day 67 years ago is remembered by a sculpture in St. 
Vitus Church in a village called Zahrádky, where he served for eight years prior 
to his departure to the parish in nearby Číhošť. More than two meters tall metal 
sculpture was created by sculptor Olbram Zoubek for Zahradky. This art piece 
was made available to the public today after cutting the ribbon at the entrance to 
the vestry, in which it is located.



4

”We never thought such an artist like 
Mr. Olbram Zoubek, whom I respect 
greatly, would make a sculpture for 
our uncle,” Toufarova’s grandniece 
Jitka Cvetlerová told ČTK, who was 
among several hundred guests at 
today’s festivities.

The St. Vitus Church is the only 
building preserved in a town of 200 houses which was demolished in the 70s 
of last century due to a construction of 
a water reservoir called Švihov on the 
river Želivka. For Father Toufar this 
parish in Zahrádky was his fi rst parish 
where he served from 1940 to 1948. 
The priest died on February 25th, 1950 
after he was tortured by members of 
StB, who tried to force him to confess 
to staging so-called miraculous cross 
movement on the altar of the Číhošť 
church on December 11th, 1949.

The association of the Friends of Zahradky and conservationists work together 
on the rescue of the original romanesque church in Zahradky by raising money 
through a public collection for the repairs. The association’s effort for the 
church, now standing on the shore of the reservoir, is to build a monument for 
the whole fl ooded area with a display reminiscent of Father Toufar’s service. 
Concerts and commemorative events have been held in the church since 2001.

Věra Stejskalová mal

Press center for Czech Bishop Conference is not the author of the text and does not edit its content, 
only transmits information, which is published by the Czech News Agency about the church.
This article was originally published in Czech language and here was translated to English by 
Vestnik editors.
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Czech catholic mission in Los Angeles

There will be delicious traditional czech
deserts provided by Golden Prague
Bakery and also tasting of Slivovice
thanks to R.Jelínek USA.

Food & drinks will be available for 
purchase made by Dana Leimberger 
(Pork with dumplings and sauerkraut, 
Sausage). 

In Polish Center
3999 Rose Dr. Yorba Linda CA 92886

Music will be provided by
Poe Street Band from San Diego

Admission is Free!

Meals are limited so please call  
818-448-1716 (Anna) to reserve 
your meal.

but if you can, please 
bring a desert to share.

Dancing Party
Invites You To a

Come and have fun with live Czech and Slovak music

Sunday, March 19th 2017 from 3:00pm to 7:00pm
(after a mass, which starts at 1:15pm)
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We are publishing this original message of Pope Francis for this year’s 
Lent which is starting on Wednesday March 1st. In this article a roman 
catholic bishop illustrates to ponder the parable of the rich man and 
poor Lazarus and calls for listening to the Word.

The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s 
victory over death. This season urgently calls us to conversion. Christians 
are asked to return to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to 
settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the 

Pope Francis’ message for 
Lent 2017
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faithful friend who never abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently 
awaits our return; by that patient expectation, he shows us his readiness to 
forgive (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016).

Lent is a favorable season for deepening our spiritual life through the means 
of sanctifi cation offered us by the Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At 
the basis of everything is the word of God, which during this season we are 
invited to hear and ponder more deeply. I would now like to consider the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus (cf. Lk 16:19-31). Let us fi nd inspiration 
in this meaningful story, for it provides a key to understanding what we 
need to do in order to attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to 
sincere conversion.

1. The other person is a gift

The parable begins by presenting its two main characters. The poor man 
is described in greater detail: he is wretched and lacks the strength even to 
stand. Lying before the door of the rich man, he fed on the crumbs falling 
from his table. His body is full of sores and dogs come to lick his wounds 
(cf. vv. 20-21). The picture is one of great misery; it portrays a man disgraced 
and pitiful.

The scene is even more dramatic if we consider that the poor man is called 
Lazarus: a name full of promise, which literally means “God helps”. This 
character is not anonymous. His features are clearly delineated and he 
appears as an individual with his own story. While practically invisible to 
the rich man, we see and know him as someone familiar. He becomes a face, 
and as such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human being whom God loves and 
cares for, despite his concrete condition as an outcast (cf. Homily, 8 January 
2016).

Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right relationship with 
people consists in gratefully recognizing their value. Even the poor person 
at the door of the rich is not a nuisance, but a summons to conversion and to 
change. The parable fi rst invites us to open the doors of our heart to others 
because each person is a gift, whether it be our neighbor or an anonymous 
pauper. Lent is a favorable season for opening the doors to all those in need 
and recognizing in them the face of Christ. Each of us meets people like this 
every day. Each life that we encounter is a gift deserving acceptance, respect 
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and love. The word of God helps us to open our eyes to welcome and love 
life, especially when it is weak and vulnerable. But in order to do this, we 
have to take seriously what the Gospel tells us about the rich man.

2. Sin blinds us

The parable is unsparing in its description of the contradictions associated 
with the rich man (cf. v. 19). Unlike poor Lazarus, he does not have a name; 
he is simply called “a rich man”. His opulence was seen in his extravagant 
and expensive robes. Purple cloth was even more precious than silver and 
gold, and was thus reserved to divinities (cf. Jer 10:9) and kings (cf. Jg 8:26), 
while fi ne linen gave one an almost sacred character. The man was clearly 
ostentatious about his wealth, and in the habit of displaying it daily: “He 
feasted sumptuously every day” (v. 19). In him we can catch a dramatic 
glimpse of the corruption of sin, which progresses in three successive stages: 
love of money, vanity and pride (cf. Homily, 20 September 2013).

The Apostle Paul tells us that “the love of money is the root of all evils” (1 
Tim 6:10). It is the main cause of corruption and a source of envy, strife and 
suspicion. Money can come to dominate us, even to the point of becoming a 
tyrannical idol (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 55). Instead of being an instrument 
at our service for doing good and showing solidarity towards others, money 
can chain us and the entire world to a selfi sh logic that leaves no room for 
love and hinders peace.

The parable then shows that the rich man’s greed makes him vain. His 
personality fi nds expression in appearances, in showing others what he can 
do. But his appearance masks an interior emptiness. His life is a prisoner 
to outward appearances, to the most superfi cial and fl eeting aspects of 
existence (cf. ibid., 62).

The lowest rung of this moral degradation is pride. The rich man dresses 
like a king and acts like a god, forgetting that he is merely mortal. For those 
corrupted by love of riches, nothing exists beyond their own ego. Those 
around them do not come into their line of sight. The result of attachment to 
money is a sort of blindness. The rich man does not see the poor man who 
is starving, hurting, lying at his door.

Looking at this character, we can understand why the Gospel so bluntly 
condemns the love of money: “No one can be the slave of two masters: he 
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will either hate the fi rst and love the second, or be attached to the fi rst and 
despise the second. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money” (Mt 
6:24).

... to be continued in the next issue of Vestnik

From the Vatican, 18 October 2016
Feast of Saint Luc the Evangelist

FRANCIS

FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH
St. Joseph has two feast days on the liturgical calendar. The first is March 19—
Joseph, the Husband of Mary. The second is May 1—Joseph, the Worker.

“Saint Joseph is a man of great spirit. He is 
great in faith, not because he speaks his own 
words, but above all because he listens to the 
words of the Living God. He listens in silence. 
And his heart ceaselessly perseveres in the 
readiness to accept the Truth contained in the 
word of the Living God,” Pope John Paul II 
had once said.

There is very little about the life of Joseph in 
Scripture but still, we know that he was the 
chaste husband of Mary, the foster father of 
Jesus, a carpenter and  a man who was not 
wealthy. We also know that he came from the 
royal lineage of King David.

We can see from his actions in scripture that 
Joseph was a compassionate man, and obedient 
to the will of God. He also loved Mary and 
Jesus and wanted to protect and provide for 
them.
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100 Club - February

Jan Charvat, Pavel Jordan, Brigitte Kozlik, John Krato, Ruzena Kristoff , 
Edith Marik, Petr Peterka, Mila Prochazka

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS:

MARCH 2017

3.+Antoinette Chemliř - dcera Karen Miller
5.+Rasla Family - Evelyn Holicky Puhala 
6.+Zdenek Zemánek - Anna Zemánková s rodinou
7.+Rosemary Escandon - Anna Zemánková s rodinou
8.+Andrew Canete - Anna Zemánková s rodinou
9.+Milouš Pelc - Anna Zemánková s rodinou
10.+Marie Helštýn - dcera Dáša
14.+Jaromíra Střížku - přátelé
15.+Jaroslav Gajdos - Charline Gajdos
16.+Ellen Machackova - Victor Machacek
17. za živé a zemřelé členy české síně Karlín - Joe Kocáb
18.+Raymunda Dvorského - manželka Marie
19.+rodinu Skrobovu-Ivo a Eva Plachy
20.+Filomenu Zemkova - Anna Mařík, dcera
21.+Miloslava Maříka - manželka Edith
22.+Jiřinu Jordanovou - manžel Pavel
23.+Marií Šimkovou - přátelé
26.+Iva (Ivanka) Prochazka - Mila Prochazka
27.+Anna Bobb - daughter Alena Navarra
28.+ Mirka Janáka - manželka Jana
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FEBRUARY /   2017 

Income from Mass collections:  $1,435.00
SD: $447.00; LA: collection  $666.00, meal $322.00;
SF: $0; 

Expenses for Ministry:  $2,080.00
$1,000.00 monthly Bishop’s salary; $200 rent for churches, $130 expenses for 
LA meal, $247 travel for ministry, $268.00 Věstník printing, $235.00 postage. 

May God reward you for your generosity.
Please take care to make out your checks so that they will match the 
names on our accounts: 1. Velehrad California Czech Catholic Mission 
or VCCCM. Our bank will no longer accept checks without the legal title 
Velehrad or VCCCM on the payable-to line. 2. If you wish your dona-
tion to go to the North American Pastoral Center for Czech Catholics:  
Make it out to NAPCCC.

OUR MISSION WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST ONLY AS LONG 
AS WE SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY. 

YOUR  TRUST OR WILL: Please remember Czech ministry in your 
trust or will. Our legal title is: North American Pastoral Center for Czech 
Catholics, 344 Koch Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870. For information call 
Bishop Esterka, 714 524 0092.

Bishop Peter Esterka
344 Koch Avenue   
Placentia, CA  92870  
www.Czechchurch.org 
Check us out on FACEBOOK: CzechChurch in California

MISSION CONTACTS

Tel:(714) 524-0092   
Fax:(714) 637-6789
PetaEst@aol.com

SAN DIEGO

LOS ANGELES

SAN FRANCISCO

Chairman:     Petr Peterka

Chairman:    George  Dvorsky  

Chairman:     Jan Dedek
Secretary:    Daniel Botcha

(858) 755-1578 - petr@peterkafamily.com

(310) 545-9302 - dngdvorsky@Verizon.net

(650) 321-9298 - jandedek@comcast.net
(415) 883-3974 - daniel2czech@gmail.com

VĚSTNÍK is being published at the beginning of each month.
Printing:  Minutemen  Press, 1261 N Lakeview Avenue, Anaheim CA 92807



KRAJANSKÉ OBCHODY A SLUŽBY

Dr. Joseph Burian
General Dentistry 

12665 Washington Blvd., Ste 107
Los Angeles,  CA  90066

Phone: (310) 398-9012

Milan Kyncl, Esq. Attorney
12832 Garden Grove Blvd, Ste. 240

GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843
milan@wkklawyers.com

TEL (714) 539-9900

   

MILAN’S GRILL
1721 W Katella, Anaheim CA 

714 254 1940 
Closed Mondays 

www.milansgrill.com for hours

Travel Center 
Long Beach - Jana 562.498.1280 

e-mail veverka@aol.com
 Santa Monica - Eva 310.396.878

evaslovacek@verizon.net 

California Photo Dreams
Wedding and portrait photography 

Vladimir Dostalek
951 256 7771  

californiaphotodreams@gmail.com
www.CaliforniaPhotoDreams.com

4 Simple Steps to Earn Money from 
the Czech Republic

and Re  re with a Secure Steady Income
For Informa  on 888-943-9960

Stania Rensberger 
San Diego    619-296-3910
srensberger@gmail.com  

Pinnacle Pools, Inc. 
Tel: 951-796-2792

Email: jjurecka76@yahoo.com 
Construction, renovations, plastering, 

installations, repairs, maintenance

PASADENA BESEDA
Mluvite česky nebo slovensky?
Příjdte mezi nás, každou druhou

sobotu v měsíci.
1 ~ 4 PM, 403 S  First St.

Arcadia CA 91106 
e-mail : pasadenabeseda@gmail.com

Jan A. Zemanek, Attorney
714 617 5515 

POLAM
Polam Federal Credit Union

Your full-service Polish-American
Federal Credit Union Since 1969

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137

The RC Czech Mission does not verify or endorse the quality of services advertised on this page.

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137


